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miove into the depths of the forest in hordes. They
suck the high blosvoms and make their perfect little
nests of lve moss covered with Hehens and lined
with the silken fiber of the tree fern. Their voices
are as various as their shapes and sizes, and the
males scold and squabble incessantly. One misan-
thropic species marks the course of any intruder
who walks through the woods by repeatedly taking
stations on twigs just in front of hin and uttering
raucous cheeps in outraged monotone, once a sec-
ond without ceasing until the trespasser has
crossed the bounds of what the bird regards as his
rightful irechold. Another species vents its scem-

ingly chronic spleen by zigzagging angrily among
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foanming ereeks and vills and around the near-by
springs, where 1t digs caves under rocks where
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salamanders should be and heaps up mud pellets
like craviish should da.

Perhaps ol just as much consequence in the for-
est community as any animal that T have mentioned
are the several kinds of mice and at least two spe-
cies of shrews that live underground in the root
mazes, but they are almost never seen unless
trapped. It is also easy to miss the glistening, yel-
low-speckled plated lizard that hunts sow bugs and
woll spiders and spindlyv-legged crickets in the
leaf mold.

Besides the few common and characteristic den-
izens that one can count on meeting on almost any
trip into the montaia, there is a long list of crea-
tures which are seen only sporadically, or very
locally, or perhaps not at all and which the {orest
holds in reserve to shock the observer out of
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the mountan tapry, but they evidenty never mi-
eorate and are ‘utu‘; prisoners in their cloud-
swept jungles, 1 the Trr erop fuils for aosingle
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OF equal interest, zoologically 11 not aestheti-
cally, is the famagas of San Juancito. The farages
i ashort, fat irritable viper of the notorious gens
Hothrops (B godmaniy, which includes *E;e b"'z;‘bzz
aniaridle {(fer-de-lanced, the horrendous bushmas-
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curious thing about the fwnages is that the only

ones we have ever seen were at Rancho Quemado
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they lie around on the leaf mold, their brown and
oray color tones and rough scales making them

as incomspienous as mounds of leaves,
We have visited Rancho Quemado cight times
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The question of what atiraction Rancho Que-
mado holds for famegas is no great mystery, It
cives them deer niice in abundance and an endless
svatemn of galleries and intricate moss-lined catas
combs beneath the prop and buttress roots of the
forest trees. Here they can prowl and forage in
comiort when the Muasdadnd\gmng fog is downand
the icy drip turns tamagas bodies to lumps of help-
less clay. The mice and the catacombs make for
what would appear to be an ideal viper environ:
ment, and the tamagas }Cspmld with enthusiasp
Why, then, have we looked in vain for snakes of
any kind in identically tunmeled and mouse- -filled
areas in all the other forests?

I believe I know why the tanages do not occul
on the other peaks. T think peccaries make life i
possible Tor them. The collared pecearies are ubig
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