
FOG DRIP: -{\ --\\TICIPATION OF ECOt.oa;y
\ot inir€.tuenth_ rhe no(lern ec.lo!.isr linds, in sources

:r t-li - r. " I. r -, u.. Q\. .j r "i -c-. c. rrme-r.
'\hi '. I .,:' ihF ltc oi obJ r.arion r.o.r a Ia-r oi
ecoloqy \\ h;tior(l { 1950) rvrites oi Thoreau as an
(coloijsr anrL loints out ho\- some oi his ideas 1'orc-
jIari, \.. rd currcnt ecologicaL rhinkine

Gll'."rr \\'hite in hi-. classic. The \atural Histor! oi
S,. " ..,.1 r:"." ir l,So re\-. nar' ..1,r-,om

,r. "-. , ri\" ,,. ( ^ ogi.al .i s;_.1 I arJ
at ,nr Doin! nrake striking parallels to the .rbs€rlationsirrI r'.r,i( lo:1 .."r.,r1- . rrrr..e. i -.- ipi.-.'Ir rr.:--Il.r,: ..r",. Irr:rl-rrLt Llcr.t
;1 tri;l ,rr roa(l mav he rlustr dr! ilrr.,ush sra\ilanrl an(l

'' 1 ,,,1' .,r ,l^,r ir rn ''l .r 'l I , r'
talcr lrntarh tall trccs On the crests oi ridgcs rvhere
th(rc is ro iriglr r:nrunrl above ior se€page this rLlnrmer
rn( Trrrcitii:rtion is most srriltins The \ind blo\vs iog
:r{ar11\i the brallches of the tall trees on rhe ridge tot
'' . , o r,ler. c. ,r,1 1r,.1,. ik^ ra:- r rlr. .r.un:rl,l
, \\lritcs book is a collcction oi lerters on bis natural
r'.r,,r\ obser!arions oi his paristr in Ergland and one
.r:r,i\ as i.r n\fs:
''Srlbourne. Fch 7th 1??6

Dcar Sir. Tn hcar'y fogs on tlevated siruation es!e-rrillr, trees are periect alenrbics, and no one that has not
;Lltcfded to such rnxltcrs can imagine horv much rvater

one tree \i11 distill in a n;ghrs tirnc. bv condensing the
laDor \vhich trickles rloNn the ririgs and boughs, so as
t,J nrakc the gro Ird belos quite in a iloat. In Ne\lton
Lane, in October 1775, on a mist1,dar, a larticular oak
in leai dropped so iast that ther:arrrlay stood in puddles
and the rlrts ran lvith lvater though rhe ground in general

He goes on to .onrrnelt uDOn the etiect oi leaf type
Ipou thc anrount oi \\ater supplied and Lrlon the effects
oi tree drip in kceping small ponds iLrll upon the summir
oi chalk hills eleu during drorr!ht Dcriods ,\'hen ponrls
in the \alei lr'ere dried Lr!.
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